REMARKS 

Claims 3, 4 and 6 have been cancelled. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7-1 1 and 13 have been amended. 
Claims 14-16 have been added. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7-1 1 and 13-16 remain for further consideration. 
No new matter has been added. 

The objections and rejections shall be taken up in the order presented in the Official 

Action. 

1. New claims 14-16 are presented for consideration. 

2-5. Claim 1 currently stands rejected for allegedly being anticipated by Great Britain 
Published Patent Application 2,151,845 to Masao et al. (hereinafter "Masao"). 

Claim 1 has been amended to add the feature where at least a portion of the first and 
second support regions project beyond the housing subsequent to the fabrication of the housing. 
Masao neither discloses nor suggests this feature. Instead, Masao discloses and illustrates that 
the guides 6 DO NOT protrude beyond the housing subsequent to fabrication of the housing. 
Specifically, the guides 6 in Masao are snapped off at the grooves 13, which themselves do not 
protrude from the housing 1 . In light of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that amended 
claim 1 is presently in condition for allowance, and it is requested that the anticipation rejection 
be removed and that amended claim 1 be passed to issuance. 

6-10. Claim 13 currently stands rejected for allegedly being obvious in view of the combined 
subject matter in Masao and U.S. Patent 5,247,202 to Popovic. 
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It is respectfully submitted that this rejection is now moot, since amended claim 13 
depends directly from amended claim 1, which is patentable for at least the reasons set forth 
above. 

11-14. Claims 2-8 currently stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Masao. 

Claims 3, 4 and 6 have been cancelled, and claims 2, 5, 7 and 8 have been amended to 
remove any process limitations, as were contended to exist in these claims in the Office Action. 
Nevertheless, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection of amended claims 2, 5, 7 and 8 is 
moot, since these claims depend directly or indirectly from claim 1, which is patentable for at 
least the reasons set forth above. 

15-16. Claim 9 currently stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the combined subject matter in Masao and U.S. Published Patent Application 
2003/0146497 and U.S. Patent 5,247,202, both to Abbott et al. 

It is respectfully submitted that this rejection is now moot, since amended claim 9 
depends indirectly from amended claim 1, which is patentable for at least the reasons set forth 
above. 

17-20. Claim 10 currently stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the combined subject matter in Masao and U.S. Patent 5,458,158 to Kawanabe 
(hereinafter "Kawanabe"). 
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It is respectfully submitted that this rejection is now moot, since amended claim 10 
depends indirectly from amended claim 1 , which is patentable for at least the reasons set forth 
above. 



21-24. Claim 11 currently stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over the combined subject matter in Masao, Kawanabe, and Japanese Patent 
Abstract JP 2-33957. 

It is respectfully submitted that this rejection is now moot, since amended claim 11 
depends indirectly from amended claim 1, which is patentable for at least the reasons set forth 
above. 

For all the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1, 2, 5, 7-11 and 
13-16 are hereby respectfully requested. 

If a telephone interview could assist in the prosecution of this application, please call the 
undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Patrick J. O'Shea 
Reg. No. 35,305 

O'Shea, Getz & Kosakowski, P.C. 
1500 Main Street, Suite 912 
Springfield, MA 01 115 
413-731-3100, xl02 
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